Stephen Joseph Oats
January 4, 1958 - January 26, 2021

Funeral services will be held on Saturday, January 30, 2021, at a 1:30 PM Mass of
Christian Burial in the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Lafayette,
for Stephen Joseph Oats, 63, who died suddenly on Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at his
residence in Lafayette.
Inurnment will be in St. John Cemetery.
The Very Reverend Chester C. Arceneaux, VF, Rector of the Cathedral of St. John the
Evangelist, will serve as Celebrant of the Mass and conduct the funeral services.
Concelebrant for the Mass will be Rev. Mark Miley, pastor of Holy Rosary Catholic Church
in Kaplan.
For family members and friends who are unable to attend on Saturday, January 30, at
1:30 PM, the service will be live-streamed to a Memorial Facebook Group dedicated to
Stephen Joseph Oats. To join the group, click the link below and then "join group". The
video will appear on this group at service time 1:30 PM. You may also share memories,
pictures and condolences to the family in this group.
Facebook link: www.facebook.com/groups/stephenjosephoats/
Steve’s expansive sphere included family, friends and colleagues woven through his love
of all things UL; community service, politics and government, and hunting and travel. His
friends, colleagues and family treasure him as an honorable person, one who could be
counted on, and as a great friend, host and source of good cheer.
Above all, the mutual love and devotion he shared with his wife, Sylvia, and the life that
they built together, stands above all of his many accomplishments. Steve and Sylvia loved
entertaining at home and at Dimension Ranch. A great morning for Steve was watching
the sunrise in the duck blind with his Labradors, Lexie and Shelby.

A native of Lafayette, he was born on January 4, 1958. Steve graduated Cum Laude from
the University of Southwestern Louisiana (USL) in 1979, and from Tulane University
School of Law in 1983. He returned to Lafayette, and began his practice of law in 1985.
A founding partner of the law firm of Oats & Marino, Steve was the managing partner and
chaired the firm’s executive and administrative committees.
Steve was admitted to the Louisiana Bar Association (1983); the United States District
Courts for the Eastern, Middle and Western Districts of Louisiana; and the State Courts of
Appeal as well as the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals and the United States Supreme Court.
He was appointed as Louisiana Department of Justice, Special Assistant Attorney
General, and as general counsel for the Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, LA;
the Lafayette Parish Assessor; the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court; the Realtor
Association of Acadiana, and the LITE Commission in Lafayette, LA.
He was a member of the Louisiana State and American Bar Associations and was a
lifetime fellow of the Louisiana Bar Foundation and the Louisiana Association of Defense
Counsel. He served as a commissioner on the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission, and was a charter member of the Lafayette Charter Commission, a lifetime
member of the National Rifle Association and a lifetime sponsor of Ducks Unlimited.
Steve was an active member of the University of Southwestern Louisiana Alumni
Association and served his alma mater in many capacities as the organization’s president,
president-elect, vice president of membership and finance, treasurer, and on its board of
governors.
His devotion to the University of Louisiana athletics--especially baseball-was impossible to
miss. At home games, Steve could be spotted in the seating area nearest first base, with a
coterie of friends and fellow fans, cheering on his Ragin Cajuns.
He loved his extended family, filled with sisters, sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law, nieces,
nephews, cousins and more, always looking forward to hosting or attending their noisy,
loving gatherings.
Steve is survived by his wife of 42 years, Sylvia Mineo Oats, as well as his mother, Ellen
Stearns Level; his sisters Kathleen and her husband David Duplechien, and Cher Oats.
He leaves behind numerous members of the Mineo clan, including Donna Fitzgerald
DeJean and her husband Kenneth; Laure and Robert Mineo; Mary Beth and Fred
Chevalier; Marianne and Lance Call; Julie and Pete Harth; and Brigid and John Guillory.
He adored his numerous nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews.

He was preceded in death by his father, Stephen Andrew Oats.
Pallbearers will be Fred Chevalier, Lance Call, Larry Marino, Marc Mouton, Frank Taylor,
Louis Perret, Conrad Comeaux and Dwight Munchrath.
Honorary Pallbearers will be Coach Raymond Blanco, Charles Chatelain, Bryan Bourque,
Ken Dejean, Roger McChesney, Mo Hannie, Stan Guidroz, Patrick McIntire, Daniel J.
Phillips, Cearley W. Fontenot, Todd M. Swartzendruber and Paige C. Beyt, staff of Oats
and Marino and brothers of Kappa Sigma Fraternity.
The family requests that visitation be observed in Martin & Castille's DOWNTOWN
location on Friday, January 29, 2021 from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Visitation will continue on
Saturday at Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church from 11:30 AM until time
of services at 1:30 PM.
A Rosary will be prayed by The Catholic Daughters led by Brigid Guillory, Steve’s sister-inlaw, on Friday, January 29, 2021 at 5:00 PM in Martin & Castille Funeral Home.
In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation in Steve’s memory to the Cathedral
of St. John the Evangelist, 914 St. John Street Lafayette, Louisiana 70501.
View the obituary and guestbook online at www.mourning.com
Martin & Castille-DOWNTOWN-330 St. Landry St., Lafayette, LA 70506, 337-234-2311
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Martin & Castille Funeral Home - January 28, 2021 at 05:35 PM

“
“

Beautiful Tribute
Sailor Dartez - January 29, 2021 at 03:58 AM

Our deepest condolences Sylvia, Love and Prayers your way...
Dr. Luis A. Meza and Teresa
Teresa Meza - January 29, 2021 at 09:19 AM

“

Our sympathies to you, Sylvia.He was such a fine man. He will be missed by many who
knew him.
Deanna LeBlanc - January 29, 2021 at 11:11 AM

“

Very nice tribute. Lots of good times. Sylvia, my deepest condolences and praying for you.
Chris Whitney
Chris Whitney - January 29, 2021 at 04:56 PM

“

This was a wonderful tribute. Sylvia, I am sorry for your loss. I really don't know what to say
or how to say it. Steve was a wonderful guy and I know he loved you very much. Prayers
and sympathies are with you.
Robert Ellender - January 29, 2021 at 05:51 PM

“

Sylvia, I am so sorry for your loss. Steve was a unique individual who lived you and his
family and his absence will be felt in Acadiana. Take care.
Toni Rios - January 29, 2021 at 08:00 PM

“

Beautiful tribute. I'm so sorry for your loss Sylvia. May God bless and be with you during
this tough time.
Colleen Robertson - January 29, 2021 at 09:01 PM

“

Sylvia, so sorry for your loss.
My thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. Beautiful tribute to his life!
My deepest sympathy, Sincerely, Susan Woollen
Susan Hebert Woollen - January 29, 2021 at 09:41 PM

“

Sylvia, So sorry for your loss.
Alfred Hebert
Alfred Hebert - January 30, 2021 at 09:26 AM

“

I loved the tribute! Sylvia my deepest condolences & prayers to you! You can see in the
tribute Steve loved the Great Outdoors & spending time with family & friends! May our God
of creation love & comfort you during this time!
David Smith - January 30, 2021 at 11:22 AM

“

Sylvia, Our deepest condolences to you and your family. This is a truly wonderful tribute to
Steve. I know I can speak for all his friends from Atlanta in saying that the joy he brought to
all those around him will never be forgotten. You are in our thoughts and prayers. Steve will
forever be in our hearts.
E. Dudley Stephens
E. Dudley Stephens - January 30, 2021 at 11:35 AM

“

Sylvia, there are no words to express my deepest sympathy for you and Steve's family.
What a beautiful tribute to Steve. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Cathy Palmer
Catherine C Palmer - January 30, 2021 at 01:39 PM

“

Beautiful tribute, so much love and life to be celebrated! Sylvia, you remain in my prayers.
Kathy Feldmaier
Kathy Feldmaier - January 30, 2021 at 03:56 PM

“
“

So sorry for your loss Sylvia. Bless you and your family.
Kim Ortiz - January 30, 2021 at 04:20 PM

Mrs. Sylvia Oats, Family, and Friends::
When I read Lawyer Oats' advice in Sunday's Advertiser, I imagined him resting on that
special cloud UP ABOVE. He was a wonderful individual
Take care, everyone.
Mr. Stephen Joseph Oats, thank you for sharing. Now continuing resting in peace UP
ABOVE as we try to follow your advice in our daily lives!!!
--signed
Barbara Spencer-Barbara Spencer - February 01, 2021 at 03:42 PM

“

I must say that I am so taken a back learning that Steve passed away since January
might I add. Steve Oats was a kind person and he will be missed very much. One of
the most down to earth person that I was blessed to have known.

LynSandra Lee Joseph - April 12, 2021 at 09:37 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

February 01, 2021 at 03:46 PM

“

Condolences Sylvia on the untimely passing of Stephen. I've learned you were
recuperating from an auto accident since last month and Stephen's heart failed at
home; So sorry for this event. He will be remembered as a fine lawyer with a great
civic passion. All the best.
Michael Olivier

MICHAEL J OLIVIER - February 01, 2021 at 01:55 PM

“

Sending my condolences and offering of prayers.
Cary Menard

CARY MENARD - February 01, 2021 at 01:41 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to you Sylvia. We are holding you close in our thoughts and
prayers.
Harry and Cindy Adams & LaDonna Douvio

LaDonna Douvio - January 31, 2021 at 01:34 PM

“

A soul sure to be in heaven. A smile so genuine. A full life well lived. A friend you
could count on. A host with the most! Sleep well fair friend .We will take care of your
bride on our end. Until you see each other again. May perpetual light shine upon
you. Time for a brandy rum punch!

cheryl broussard perret - January 30, 2021 at 07:41 PM

“

“

brandy milk punch!
cheryl broussard perret - January 31, 2021 at 10:31 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

January 30, 2021 at 04:18 PM

“

Thoughts & Prayers was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

January 30, 2021 at 03:47 PM

“

He will be missed by so many. A true gentleman and friend to have. My deepest
condolences to Sylvia.
Brent Milam

Brent Milam - January 30, 2021 at 09:35 AM

“

Sylvia, I'm so sorry for you loss. Our prayers go out to you and the family.
Sandy Decoux, Chance and Erika Monte

Sandy Decoux - January 29, 2021 at 09:25 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to you Sylvia. I am so sorry for your loss. You always told
me
what a "Great Guy" you have. He really WAS and had to be because he chose you
too.
I wish I had known him. I will miss his weekly advice column in the newspaper. I
enjoyed it
so much. Love and Prayers.
Annette and Harry Page

Annette Page - January 29, 2021 at 09:11 PM

“

7 files added to the album Steve and Friends

Robert Dale Benoit - January 29, 2021 at 08:52 PM

“

Sylvia, sorry I cannot be there in person but my Mom passed last week and we are
having a memorial service in Harvey for her. I hope that the Lord brings you comfort
during this difficult time. Our prayers are with you.
George & Lydia Armbruster

GEORGE ARMBRUSTER - January 29, 2021 at 07:09 PM

“

Staff of Insurance Resource Group purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

Staff of Insurance Resource Group - January 29, 2021 at 03:58 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Martin & Castille Funeral Home - January 29, 2021 at 01:36 PM

“

Steve & I met at Louisiana Boys State in the mid-70's and we worked together at
Boys State until the early 80's. Steve was a bright, industrious, hard-working friend.
Our professional paths crossed many times over the years, and throughout that time,
Steve was always a bright, industrious, hard-working friend. Adieu Steve.
Dean Domingue

Dean Domingue - January 29, 2021 at 12:12 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Sue Bourque - January 29, 2021 at 11:56 AM

“

Sylvia Heartfelt Condolences for such a wonderful gentleman & friend. We will all miss him
enormously !
Absent the Body - Present with the Lord
Danette & Wymon Bares

Danette & Wymon Bares - January 29, 2021 at 11:45 AM

“

Sylvia, there are no words to send you other than I haven’t stopped thinking about you
since I heard about Steve. He was the impact man, such a servant heart, same as yours,
just know we are all praying for you, Steve is looking out for all of us as always love u sister
J Coggins
janice Coggins - January 29, 2021 at 04:13 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

January 29, 2021 at 09:57 AM

“

Howard and Tina DeRouen purchased the Delightful Dieffenbachia for the family of
Stephen Joseph Oats.

Howard and Tina DeRouen - January 29, 2021 at 09:44 AM

“

Hey pitcher, pitcher, pitcher! Rest In Peace, my baseball buddy. By my best
reckoning, we watched UL baseball together for upwards of 25 years. Some people
don’t like the game because they say it moves too slow. That’s why I love it. You can
visit, laugh, talk, and get to know a person at these times. And I learned what a
generous and compassionate person Steve was from those years. We are praying
for you Sylvia. May God’s grace fill you and your family with strength and peace, and
guide you through this loss.
(I can’t get the picture of he and Robe discussing pitching changes out of my mind. I
hope that thought makes you smile too).

marcelle tessier - January 29, 2021 at 08:56 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

January 28, 2021 at 08:04 PM

“

Valerie and Pat Guidry purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of
Stephen Joseph Oats.

Valerie and Pat Guidry - January 28, 2021 at 07:47 PM

“

86 files added to the album LifeTributes

Martin & Castille Funeral Home - January 28, 2021 at 05:32 PM

“

Nearly three decades ago when we were students at USL, Steve and Sylvia kindly let
us rent their guest house. They were the kindest couple who generously gave us the
opportunity to tend to their yard and do miscellaneous chores to pay back the rent, at
twice the going wage! This was their way to inculcate the value of hard work while
supporting us in our life pursuits. Every interaction revealed their humility, abundance
of magnanimity, and dedication to hard work, and in these ways and more, they
became our standard to aspire to. We have forever cherished our friendship with
them, and at this time our hearts break for Sylvia, and for their extended family. We
send our prayers and fond remembrances, with love and gratitude. Julie and Aakash
Tyagi (College Station, Texas).

Julie and Aakash Tyagi - January 28, 2021 at 04:47 PM

“

Sylvia, So sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family
at this difficult time. Yvonne Gary (Hubbell Dermatology).

Yvonne M Gary - January 28, 2021 at 04:32 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Steve's passing. My thoughts and prayer go out to Sylvia
during this difficult time.

Mike Jones - January 28, 2021 at 02:54 PM

“

I am so shocked and saddened by this sad news. Please accept my deepest
condolences and know that you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.

Mona Fitzgerald Stephan - January 28, 2021 at 02:45 PM

“

I was shocked and saddened at the news of Steve's passing. He was a distinguished
classmate of the Class of '76 Fatima Warriors, and he was a leader amongst us on
sports teams, academics, in Speech, Student Council, etc. He had an outstanding
character, and it didn't surprise anyone that he became the community leader that he
was. My deepest condolences to his family and friends.
Eternal rest, grant unto him O Lord; and let your perpetual light shine upon him...
Amen.

Rusty Chastant - January 28, 2021 at 01:51 PM

“

I remember those days of working on the Ed Roy campaign, of which you were the
chairman. It was not successful but I think you and all of us did our best. Geaux
Cajuns in all sports and of course baseball.
Steven J. Menard
USL Alumni, 1971

Steven Menard - January 28, 2021 at 01:24 PM

“

Sylvia,
Chuck an I are so sorry to hear about the passing away of your husband. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this hard time. God bless
you.
Jamie and Chuck Parkerson

Jamie Parkerson - January 28, 2021 at 01:21 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear about Steve. He was so passionate about ducks, and
geese and the habitat that he stewarded. I know it was the relationships that
accompanied his efforts that he cherished the most. I feel so fortunate to have
shared some of those experiences with him. God bless you and your family. - Bob
Dew

Bob Dew - January 28, 2021 at 12:51 PM

“

Sylvia I’m shocked to hear the news. Remembering saints and sinners ball and all
the crazy fun we had together, especially the dinner at Mexican restaurant in
Houston and the trick we played on Marshall.

whitney - January 28, 2021 at 11:54 AM

“

Sylvia, I am so very sorry & heartbroken, sending you tight hugs & prayers
Love you, Sailor

Sailor Dartez - January 28, 2021 at 11:04 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

January 28, 2021 at 10:19 AM

“

Acadiana Security Plus purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for the family of
Stephen Joseph Oats.

Acadiana Security Plus - January 28, 2021 at 10:11 AM

“

Cheryl Edney & Charlene Andre Families purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

Cheryl Edney & Charlene Andre Families - January 28, 2021 at 09:28 AM

“

Sylvia, What a shock to see this news. Steve and I had so had many memories
together - from high school speech, to college socials, to U(S)L functions, to legal
help, to the Cessna, to political campaigns. My fondest memory is probably the
intimate 30th birthday supper that y’all threw for me (with Cecile and Marc) at your
lovely home. I am praying for you during this most difficult time. Love, Laurie
Jankower James

Laurie Jankower James - January 28, 2021 at 08:16 AM

“

Silvia, my heart goes out to you and your family with sympathy and prayers.
Sincerely, Louise Ranson

Louise Ranson - January 28, 2021 at 07:12 AM

“

Sylvia:
You have my deepest sympathies. May the love of family and friends comfort you
during this difficult time. May he rest in eternal peace.
Phyllis Blanchard

Phyllis Blanchard - January 28, 2021 at 06:02 AM

“

Freddie Gary,I am Steve and Sylvias neighbor. What a wondferful person he was .
Whenever Steve came out he aiways said hello are waved.will miss him . My heart
and prayers go out to Sylvia,so sorry.His babies Lexie and other baby pup will feel
lost

Freddie Gary - January 28, 2021 at 01:49 AM

“
“

My heart goes out to you with the deepest of sympathy.
Msrlene Milam - January 28, 2021 at 08:06 AM

My deepest sympathy goes out to the family. Praying God wraps his arms around you and
your family giving you peace, comfort, strength, and a heart full of memories during this
very difficult time. Sandy Thibodeaux
Sandy Thibodeaux - January 28, 2021 at 10:22 AM

“

Get together at the Duck Camp with Friends, hosted by Steve & Sylvia

Sailor Dartez - January 27, 2021 at 11:16 PM

“

“

Steve & Sylvia were great hosts, he will be dearly missed by many
Sailor Dartez - January 27, 2021 at 11:18 PM

1 file added to the album Steve and Friends

Stann Stirling - January 27, 2021 at 10:27 PM

“

3 files added to the album Steve and Friends

Tammy Milam - January 27, 2021 at 09:20 PM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

January 27, 2021 at 09:06 PM

“

So very sorry
Prayers for the family. May God wrap his loving arms around his
family during this difficult time.

Marilyn C McDonald - January 27, 2021 at 08:27 PM

“

Steve served in the USL Senate with me. He was a character: outspoken, not one to
capitulate in a discussion. I recall he won the boudin eating contest one Lagniappe
Day (for those of you that recall that celebration). He married Sylvia, a hs classmate
of mine from OPWalker. Steve had a warm smile & amazing sense of humor. I'd
bump into both Steve & Sylvia at Ragin Cajun events over the years.
My heart is filled with tremendous sorrow at this time.
- - Paul RADAR Crombie '77

Paul Crombie - January 27, 2021 at 08:09 PM

“

Sending my prayers to Sylvia and his family. Steve and I graduated from Fatima
together and I remember him to be a leader among his peers and a very nice person
to all. So sorry for your loss.
Karla Karre' Poshedly

Karla Karre' Poshedly - January 27, 2021 at 07:46 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Sylvia and the family. Steve was my best friend. We had
many many hunts together and discussed life, family, God, faith, and lots of other
stuff in the duck blinds. The Benoit family will miss him terribly as most everyone else
will. He was a great man, husband, Christian, and supporter or UL athletics

Robert Dale Benoit - January 27, 2021 at 07:21 PM

“

His beloved dogs Lexie, and Shelby will also miss him terribly. He was a GREAT DAD to
those fury friends. HIs love for them in the blind was unmistakable, and we frequently
ribbed him about how much he loved them.
Robert Dale Benoit - January 27, 2021 at 07:39 PM

“

“

Yes they are beautiful babies,i see them daily out playing frisby with Steve and Sylvia
Freddie Gary - January 28, 2021 at 02:11 AM

Sylvia, I’m so sorry to hear of your husband’s passing. Courtney and I are sending
you love and hugs.
Debra and Courtney Lea

Debra Lea - January 27, 2021 at 07:15 PM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

January 27, 2021 at 06:13 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

January 27, 2021 at 05:25 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Stephen Joseph Oats.

January 27, 2021 at 04:55 PM

“

I am so very sad to hear of the passing of my brother Steve.. We were fraternity
brothers. I shared a rental house with Steve and Kevin Carnahan on St. Mary Street
near the Oil Center in the fall of my sophomore year in 1976. Some great memories!
Rest in peace my brother! My prayers and condolences go out to Sylvia and his
many friends.

Keith French - January 27, 2021 at 04:51 PM

“

Heartbreaking. Love and peace for Sylvia and all of the family. Donna & Greg Landry

Donna Landry - January 27, 2021 at 04:50 PM

“

May Steve Rest In Peace my condolences Sylvia and family

scott bercegeay - January 27, 2021 at 04:10 PM

“

Lots of love and prayers to Sylvia and family. He was an awesome man and will be
missed by all.
Barbara and Jerry Fontenot

Barbara - January 27, 2021 at 03:22 PM

“

1 file added to the album Steve and Friends

Gabrielle Dubois - January 27, 2021 at 02:51 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Stephen J. Oats.

January 27, 2021 at 02:49 PM

“

My prayers to you Sylvia and all of your family. He will be missed. Have many fond
memories of our legal battles. He was always a gentlemen and a scholar.

Danny Landry - January 27, 2021 at 12:33 PM

“

10 files added to the album Steve and Friends

Annie Perret - January 27, 2021 at 12:23 PM

“

Steve is amazing friend to so many
We will miss him and pray for Sylvia and all of the family
Steve made the world a better place
So grateful to know him
With love bill and camille Claibourne.

camille claibourne - January 27, 2021 at 11:53 AM

“

I am so sorry. My prayers are with you ,and the Family

Diane McHugh - January 27, 2021 at 11:50 AM

